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Read Books, United Kingdom, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****WORD HISTORIES To MY WIFE FOREWORD Words, like individuals, have
their histories. English words, for the most part, are either direct translations, or descendants, so to speak, from
an other language, or are Anglo-Saxon words, used today substantially in the same sense as they were in pre-
Norman days. As the scope of this volume is necessarily limited, the words listed include mainly those that have
wandered, in varying de grees, from their original meanings. For example, the title Duke is omitted because it is
directly descended from French due, which in turn is from Latin dux, ducis, a leader. On the other hand Lady
justifies its place here for the reason that its progenitor is Anglo-Saxon hlaefdige, a kneader of the loaf, the
woman who prepared bread for the oven. The social climbing of such a word furnishes a temptation to refer to
its development as its genealogy and to forget that the science of word origins is etymology. The words in this
volume were assembled to satisfy a curiosity aroused by a study of Old English, particularly in connection with
researches made into Anglo-Saxon laws and charters. It was during the course of such a study that the many
engaging vii VIU FOREWORD word personalities attracted my interest, and with the enthusiasm of a collector, |
have yielded to the temptation of including other specimens encoun tered during many years of the practice of
law, where the background of a word seemed to war rant it. The present edition is a revision and en largement
of a volume which first appeared in England in 1935. WENDELL HERBRUCK December, 1940 PREFACE Old
English, or Anglo-Saxon, is a...
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