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in the proper province of polite literature, it must be owned, that at this period the Scottish writers had made
no conspicuous figure. While our neighbour country prided herself, with justice, on her literary splendour in the
aera from the accession of Queen Anne to the middle of the eighteenth! century, we had little to set in contrast
with the numerous list of her elegant writers, but the names of Arbuthnot, Thomson, Mallet and Armstrong,
Smollet, a writer of great versatility of talents, and whose humorous delineations of life and manners are at this
Mr William Leechman was, on the death of Dr Neil Campbell, raised to the office of Principal of the University of
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