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illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: . . . be done only when settlement of the lands is made under adverse conditions, such
as unproductive soils, scanty rainfall, poor market facilities, or other equally serious disadvantages. Assistance
to settlers should be given only in such measure as will tend to oFset the natural diFiculties which must be
overcome in the settlement of relatively undesirable areas of land. Nothing should be done to attract to the
development of new communities people whose sole equipment is a desire to live on the land. Nothing should
be done that savors of doing for the man on the land the work that a farmer should do for himself. There are,
however, certain lines along which governments may assist settlers, and in a general way this same assistance
may be extended to farmers in any section, new or old. For the particular aid of settlers governments should
insist that information given to the public concerning lands available for settlement is strictly in accordance
with the facts. It has become common practice to give to the public misleading information about areas of land
available for settlement. The favorable conditions are unduly embellished, and the unfavorable conditions are
not made known. Governments, corporate companies, and individuals are culpable in this connection. This
misleading Information is made the basis for inflated prices for raw lands, and the heavy costs of advertising
and of selling organizations are added to the burdens of the settler. In every detail this practice is harmful in the
extreme...
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